JOHN 8:30-59
“What Kind of Love Have You Got?

In John 8:1-29 our Lord told the people that He was the Light of the world and that
whoever followed Him would never walk in darkness, but have the light of life. Well,
there were those who took exception to this and they challenged Him. At the end of that
interaction there were many who believed in Him. But what kind of belief? Does mere
mental assent to the gospel save or is there more to it? In Jas 2:19 we see it written that
the demons believe, and they tremble. Look on at the remainder of John chapter 8 as we
see those who professed a superficial allegiance to Jesus turn and seek to kill Him. One
cannot just “believe in Jesus.” In His own words to Peter, “Who do you say that | am?”

1. To the Jews who had believed in Him Jesus said, (But what did they believe concerning
Him? This is critical. (8:30-32)
a. If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. (See Matt 13:1-9, 18-23)

b. Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.

2. Well, those who had “believed” in Him pushed back. (8:33-40)
a. They protested that they were free descendants of Abraham and needed no

liberation. (They thought of themselves as God’s people, destined for heaven and
a light to the world. - See Rom 2:17-20; 9:1-5)

b. Jesus makes the point that everyone who sins is a slave to sin (Did they not think of
themselves as sinners?). As such:

- They are slaves and have no permanent place in the (God’s) family.

- They needed to be “sons,” who had a permanent place.

- He was telling them that they needed to be set free.

- He also pointed out that they had recently been seeking to kill Him. Not a very godly thing
to be desiring. They needed saving and had no room for His word. (1 Cor 2:14-16).

c. They claimed belonging in the family on the basis of their descent from Abraham. But
God has no grandchildren. Only children (Jhn 1:12-13). But Jesus pointed out that:
- Their father was not Abraham but another father..
- At this they doubled down and again insisted that Abraham was their father. Well, just
whose father is he? Seel Cor 15:3-4; Gal 3:7-9
- “Pretty is as pretty does.” If they were truly Abraham’s children, they would do what
Abraham did.

- They insisted that they were not illegitimate but God’s true children. He was their Father.

3. Our Lord declared them illegitimate, mere pretender to Abraham’s legacy. (8:41-47)
a. If they were God’s kids they would love Jesus because the Father sent Him. (In Jhn
5:19-23 our Lord makes the point that to reject Him, is to reject the Father who sent Him.

b. They couldn’t understand because they were Satan’s offspring - He is a murderer
and liar, and they were “following suite.”



c. This didn’t sit well with them.

4. Jesus asserted His Lordship and deity (8:48-59)
a. His word is life eternal to those who obey it.

b. Before Abraham was, “l Am.” He is the Creator and Sustainer of all (Jhn 1:3; Heb 1:1-3)

c. Those “believers” looked for rocks so they could kill Him. They understood exactly
what He was claiming.

Lots of people “believe in Jesus. The question is, what Jesus? Is our professed love for Him a
“crutch,” an “also ran” in our lives or.is He our life? Who do you say that He is?

Is He our Creator?

- Is He our Savior, the only way through whom we can have a relationship with God?
Is He our Lord? Do we seek to depend on Him, believing that through His death and
resurrection He paid for sin once and for all?

And do we seek to follow and serve Him?

A lot rides on our answers to these questions.



